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Today started out in the most unpatriotic way. A low ceiling of clouds and a
damp, musty breeze off the lake. I stomped off to work in a snit after not
sleeping at all last night. The morning progressed in it’s funk. Sometime,
though, midway through the day I began to think about the year that we’ve
all managed to work through and felt downright grateful to live in the U.S.A.
The idea that I could be so blessed as to have a job, home and healthy
family was beyond my capacity to imagine. Yes, we are in the mightiest

recession since the end World War II, but damned if these aren’t the good old days we’ll tell the little
kids about one day. I looked up out of the skylight’s in the cafe where I cook  and the gray ceiling
hadn’t lifted by noon, but I was feeling more patriotic by the minute (no thanks to the red, white and
blue donuts we were selling). These are the good years.  So many reasons to be enthused about
being an American in the ’00′s. The new Camaro is on the streets. Say what you want about the
demise of G.M., but that is one bad looking car, even sitting still. Good to be an American. Our
nation peacefully elected a leader with different ethnic ties than anyone we’d ever elected before
and no voter was killed during riots by government militia. Good to be an American. We are fighting
two major conflicts on foreign soil and yet not one citizen has been conscripted. Good to be an
American. Any man or woman has the same chance to become successful in this country, whether
by shouting at television viewers to use the power of oxygen in order to remove stains or by
moonwalking. Good to be an American.

By the end of the day I ended up sitting on a friend’s back porch watching the sun set and eating
barbecue. The kids were all swarming one of the unlucky dads in the yard and shouting  just to

shout. Not a care in the world. Good to be an American.
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