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A few weeks back I wrote about the “Disnification” of my soon-to-be seven year old daughter. She
has spent the better part of a year happily immersed in the cultural depths of the Walt Disney
empire. As a child suffering from a rare and often debilitating genetic disorder she has suffered the
slings and arrows of a life spent in hospitals. With that in mind, her mother and I gave her a hall pass
as far as entertainment. Last year the little one trooped through 37 trips to the University of Michigan
Medical Center, as well as a few to our local emergency room. As parents of a struggling little girl,
we relied on multiple DVD players and the soothing benefits of satellite television. Having High
School Musical  heroes and Suite Life companions was a blessing. She could sink into her comfy
world and escape the reality of white lab coated adults for a few hours at a time. As our daughter’s

health has improved over the last year, however, and she struggles with the very
real issues of post-traumatic stress disorder, the soother has become a pacifier
and a license to lash out. So, with little fanfare and lots of regret, we pulled the plug
on the Disney channel and Nickelodeon this week.

If you’ve read any posts on this blog before, you are probably aware that much of
what comes out of my daughter’s mouth is my own speech. Parenting is honestly
like holding up a mirror, or more appropriately, like living in an echo chamber. She
is my kid all the way. I can control what I say, but its scary hearing the
entertainment culture’s voices echoing back from her. Not the exact dialogue, but

the more insidious tone. The insult humor. The language of teenage couples. The overly-self aware
thematic dialogue. To a confused child, one who’s been crushed by life, this holds terrific appeal.
So, we unplugged the machine and ended the steady stream of confusing dialogue. Sunday night’s
Teen Choice Awards telecast just managed to reinforce the decision.

The Teen Choice Awards have always been a farce. These are adults spoon
feeding carefully scripted, suggestive entertainment to children in the guise of a
teenage event. The suits at Viacom make the decisions and make sure we see
what they want us to buy. Britney Spears was given a lifetime achievement award
by Miley Cyrus. Britney, in one lifetime, has achieved two children, two failed
marriages and a career founded on negligible talent. She’s trying to find her way in
a post-Lolita career. Good for her. Ms. Cyrus also performed a number in which
she emerged from a trailer and a minute later was atop a pole. She didn’t grind, but
the point was made. Vanessa Hudgens appeared at the show and should really

have stayed home. Dane Cook, God bless him, made a crack about her keeping her clothes on and
avoiding more Internet insult. Fox never should have bleeped that bit. He’s absolutely right. I’ve had
to shelter my little HSM devotee from the reality of it’s wayward star for a year. If Teen Choice
means pole dancing and e-mailing naked pics to your friends, forget choice.

So, I’m living in the new Disney restricted household. Last night we watched Modern Marvels and
my daughter sat as rapt by that as any “kids” flick we’ve seen lately. Hopefully we win this battle and
move on to the next one.
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