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President John Kennedy used one of history’s great throw-away phrases in his famous space
agenda address at Rice University in September of 1962. The line has always stuck with me:

We choose to go to the moon. We choose to go to the moon in this decade and do the other things,
not because they are easy, but because they are hard, because that goal
will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and skills,
because that challenge is one that we are willing to accept, one we are
unwilling to postpone, and one which we intend to win, and the others, too.

The other things. Nearly 41 years after astronauts set foot on the
moon, President Obama is finally addressing those other things that
are expected of a space faring nation. We have a timetable for our

first manned travel to Mars, a mere 15 years. The week when we commemorate the 40th
anniversary of what many consider America’s greatest triumph in manned space flight, the safe
return of the Apollo 13 crew, is a perfect time to start considering as a country our space future.

When it was announced recently that the Obama administration was planning the cancellation of
previous President Bush’s planned Constellation program (a re-introduction of manned flights to the
moon) I experienced real misgivings. I was raised in the years following the Apollo moon triumphs
and the heyday of Space Shuttle travel. I remember those bleak months during 1986 and ’87 with no
manned space flight.  The idea of losing manned space travel as a country seemed not only
preposterous, but heartbreaking. The end of space flight isn’t Obama’s agenda, however. He’s
asking NASA and America as a country to once again “do the other things, not because they are
easy, but because they are hard.” We are being asked to once again believe in travel to the stars,
not just to the Moon, or Mars, but the reaches of deep space.

When President Obama stated in reference to returning to the moon that “We’ve been there
before,”  he was reminding the old guard, the Apollo astronauts protesting his plans, that this nation
has to look forward and lead in space. I consider the Saturn IV-B rocket the greatest engineering
achievement in the history of mankind and believe that the reusable Space Shuttle fleet designed in
the early 1970′s was a technical marvel. They were marvels of their time, the 20th Century. NASA
needs to look beyond the heavy lifting capabilities of the Ares rocket and the Orion crew capsule
and start developing technology designed for work and life in space. Nations that lead look to the

other things and send explorers forward. Not for imperialism, but for the sake
of being a nation that exists in more than just history books.
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