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I walked into a friend’s house Friday night and became somewhat confused. Oh, alright. I get
confused a lot. Sometimes in the homes of people I’ve never met. The thing that got me this time
was the program on the family TV, the nerve center of modern being. The kids were crowded
around Access Inside Entertainment and watching Lara Spencer slobber out the sordid tales of
Dave Letterman and Jon Gosselin. Somehow, the stories seemed mixed up and came down to
Letterman’s illicit sexual affair with Gosslin. Somebody turned off  the set before I had time to sort
stories out. Once I sorted the stories out I didn’t give a damn, anyway. Several hours ago, Dave
made an apology during the taping of The Late Show to his wife and staffers. Yet another piece in
an increasingly disapointing  puzzle that, when fully assembled, will more than likely see the end of
Letterman’s 27 year run on late night television. It’s been a cruddy year to be a son or daughter of
the Midwest and Dave’s mess is part of our collective disorder.

There really was a Friday massacre in our part of the country. Chicago lost the 2016 Olympic bid
hours after Indiana boy Letterman’s story broke. Some of the liberal media outlets have pumped up
the footage of conservative groups cheering the announcement, as well as Rush Limbaugh’s
taunting of the President’s trip to Copenhagen. Never mind the absence of basic patriotism.
Chicago never had a chance at the Olympics, but this part of America is just sucking wind, waiting
for something decent to happen. It’s just a dreary time to be a middle American. Sports Illustrated
did a human interest cover piece last week about the Tigers resurgent season, but more
importantly the struggle cities like Detroit, Cleveland and Pittsburgh have faced as the lousy
economy continues to roll downhill (The Righteous Franchise, Lee Jenkins, SI, 9/28/09). The article
bookended the story of the Tigers hustle ethic with the  stories of what it’s like to be in hardscrabble
Detroit during the team’s Penant chase. Hope amidst the economic feces that has rolled downhill
for the past few years. So, go ahead and cheer the loss of the Olympic games in this country for the
next decade. Cheer the failure of President Obama. Of the auto industry and heavy manufacturing in
this part of the country. Cheer, if you must, David Letterman’s messy demise at C.B.S. There is still
hope for us flatlanders. We’ll find a way out other than making cars. Onward and upward.
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