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You may have noticed in the reading of this little publication over the past
few months that personal posts no longer appear here. This was very
much on purpose and for good reason. I’ve had one of those weird, out-of-
body experiences that many people in this country (I would assume) have
long before the age of 37: I grew up.  Yes, it took long enough. No, it hasn’t
been entirely painful. In the process of growing up, however, I went from
‘the boy who enjoyed invisibility’ to a card-carrying member of the
responsible desk dwellers of America. This is not a lamentable
development, nor am I sitting here crying on my crackers about it. After all,
it’s a Saturday afternoon and I’m able to take the time to write this, which
is a first for me. The part about growing up and occupying a cubicle five

days a week is that it does not lend itself to a personal blog. Not an interesting one, at any rate. Oh,
sure. I could find the humor in Excel spreadsheets and threatening to wear an aluminum foil hat
because my network connection won’t stay steady, but the hunger and hustle just doesn’t exist there.
Ah, but it’s not just my new life, but the pressure not to say anything that would incriminate one’s self
in modern life.

I tend to fall asleep sitting in any chair that is not in front of my desk at work (I worry about that
changing). Parties, restaurants, hockey games: out for the count. One thing that I have managed to
stay awake long enough for and keep an eye archly turned toward is the growing trend toward
bloggers and Facebook users getting caught unaware as they blithely write their musings and post
what would be innocuous photos if they were shuttered in the family photo album at home. Ah, for
the days when the world was new and opinions didn’t seem as common as elbows. There is no
such thing as a successful blogger in this era unless that writer is backed by an old guard news
organization, a start-up,  or manages to capture some rare kernel of truth that the world didn’t see
coming. The majority of us are, I fear, like the Pennsylvania teacher, who was sure that only seven
people would read her blog in which she belittled students or the teacher fired for posting party
photos of herself on Facebook. We write and interact socially because it’s a low-cost form of self-
expression. Heaven forbid that someone actually read the material. More and more I’m scared
straight by this sort of push toward responsibility. I hope dearly that The Social Network wins a
boatload of Oscars, but the brilliant film reminds me again that our desire to join the network has left
us with a very real obligation to reconsider levels of personal candor.

There is another case for not writing so much . Call it the Yemen/Egypt/Algeria/Iran/Libya factor. Is is
just me, or this an unfunny age? One could argue that there are more stories than ever for the
blogger to choose from, but recent and disturbing events have had the tendency to sicken me and I
find myself in a place of just watching the television in a glazed over catatonia. Somewhere about
the time Muammar Gadaffi started gunning down his own people I shut off the Spatula blog. There
ain’t enough ink in the world to make me trivialize the week that was. So I pray. and work. and pray
some more. Leave writing to the writers.

Having said all that about candor and not wanting to cheapen the world with another stupid,
obnoxious blog, I’ll just say…yeah, the Spatula will be back with its first fully formed podcast
Monday. Even a sense of quiescence can’t quite shut me up.
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