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The moment is etched into my forever memory. Standing in front of a
television on a winter afternoon nearly two years ago, watching George W.
Bush fly off into his post-Presidency from Andrew’s Air Force Base
aboard the familiar Boeing 747, I could only think to utter an old Simon and
Garfunkel line:

The game is over, over, over. No good times. No-o bad times.
There’s no times left at all. Just the New York Times.

Of course, there were bad times. Plenty of them. By the time President
Bush left office I’d gone through my reserves of bitterness over the country’s direction and the
mishandling of the economy, the wars and national prestige. That January 20th I felt nothing but a
hardscrabble resignation and the hope that our collective fortunes would change. No times left at all.
As I watched his plane clear the runway, I honestly remember shrugging and turning away from the
TV. Better not to look back. So I didn’t. The future marched on without George W. Bush. Well,
maybe not. He seems to have caught up with the present, just in time for a bit of resurgence.
Whether the present called for him or not.

President Bush’s Oval Office memoir, Decision Points, arrives in stores
tomorrow, just in time to make a lovely gift for the oh-so-picky loved ones on your
holiday shopping list. Now, most readers of this blog know how far left I lean, but
there is still a car-wreck curiosity on my part as far as this book goes. That, and
I’m a sucker for Presidential biographies. It’s often fascinating to find out if the
men in the Oval Office shaped the era they presided over, but more often events
shaped them. Bush is a curious case of both. He wasn’t Harry Truman, thrust into
leadership of the free world just weeks after leaving the Senate, but he did see
through a first year that began with having no season as President elect because

of the protracted election fiasco and ended with 9/11 and war in Afghanistan. I am anxious to read
Bush’s thoughts on the moments and days after the attacks of 9/11. I will never forget the downright
anger and outrage I felt watching the post-Katrina drowning of New Orleans when I asked, as I had
on 9/11 “Where is the President?” Hopefully he’s thoughtfully answered some of these questions,
but in the style that is uniquely his, I doubt that Bush has.

One of the strangest thoughts that has ever occurred to me is that there are things worth missing
about the public George W. Bush. Not his time in office. Hell-to-the-no. The thing I look back on and
count as a positive on his persona is that he was always George Bush. There may have been a lot
of guile on his part and we’ll never know whether President or Vice were running the White House,
but I believe George was uniquely suited to being George. In his recent Today show with Matt Lauer
(which looked straight from Law and Order), Bush seemed at ease with himself and his place in
history. While I see President Obama as self-assured, he still chooses his words to maximize
impact. Nothing cerebral about Dubya. I like that. After two years of the calm professorial President
and the forced, hokey, homespun bear shit of Sarah Palin, It’s amazing how refreshing it is to hear
from President Bush. No way I want to return to war, recession, terrorism and watching Americans
forced to loot Pampers, but I’ll at least mosey down to the library and check out the book. Onward
and Upward.

*The song lyric is lifted from S&G’s 1968 track Overs, from the album Bookends.
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