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I'm so proud of my hometown, St. Joseph, Michigan.
The lead story in our local dishrag of a newspaper, The
Herald Palladium, is a report on a community BP
station preempting a possible protest rally by lowering
gas prices to $1.99 a gallon. The owner of the franchise
calls the move a "customer loyalty program." Mr. Frank
Berris, the owner in question, is fairly glib about the
situation. He is quoted as saying that the protesters
should be "thankful" that BP has the resources to clean
up the oil spill and that he'd pay bus fare for those who
want help the effort. Well Frank, get me a ticket.
Berris got some positve pub and a lot of cutomers

backing up traffic in the heart of little St. Joe during evening rush hour. What he doesn't get (and
likely never will) is that his decision to keep buying petroleum from BP and to sell lots of it at cut rate
discounts is just part of the ignorance that will make this country unlivable within a few generations.
During a week when BP chairman Tony Hayward has held the U.S. government hostage, this kind of
glib ignorance is par for the course. I'm no bleeding heart environmental wonk. I do, however, like to
think I live in a country where animals can exist without man-made interference and citizens can
make a living sans oil sludge.
The Herald Palladium story ends with man-on-the-street interviews featuring locals who tried BP for
the first time thanks to the limited time offer of lower prices. Nearly two months into the mess and
BP is still gaining new customers thanks to guys like Frank Berris and good 'ol American
salesmanship. Good Job!
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