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I’m watching the two freed American journalists, Laura Ling and Euna Lee,
speak in Burbank after disembarking the plane from North Korea ahead of
former President Clinton. The moment is telling in so many ways, not just
historical, but in terms of the burgeoning legacy and enduring power of Bill
Clinton. Hearing the story of his meeting with Kim Jong Il, I was reminded of
crossing paths with Clinton in the Summer of 1995 and how he may be more the
unofficial Secretary of State than the official one is. Hilary Clinton explained to

the media during the last day that the former President’s trip was a private gesture and was strictly
non-administration and not part of the State Department’s agenda. What I say to this is: by all
means, make his role part of State. Put President Clinton on the payroll as Secretary of American
Good Will. He has a power that the Secretary has never harnessed and could use. To a degree,
Jimmy Carter has succeeded as a freelance ambassador. Imagine how much more Bill Clinton
could do.

I mentioned  “bumping into” with President and Mrs. Clinton and their daughter in 1995 and how it’s
telling 15 years later. Preaching with A Christian Ministry In the National Parks in Wyoming, my
fellow volunteer pastors and I found out through the grapevine that the First Family would be doing a
photo op at Jackson Lake Lodge on a Sunday morning. This was one of those times when, despite
having three services to run that day, we took a “skylark” and piled into the first available vehicle and
trundled up the Tetons to J.L.L. The experience burned itself into my memory. All of the dishdogs,
cooks, waiters, housekeeping people-every person on site that morning lined up to receive the
Clintons. Mrs. Clinton was stiff and out of touch. She shook one or two hands, but strenuously
avoided the kitchen folks. The President, however, had the outstretched hand for everyone and the
pat on the shoulder for each. He listened and worked the crowd. The point is that he has the touch.
He can affect people, whether it’s Kim Jong Il, or a bunch of hippy dish scrubbers (my day job, you
guessed it, was dishdog). Hilary Clinton doesn’t posses that skill set and I hope that she continues
to call on her husband to engage world leaders and situations.
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