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One of the staples of the blog over the past year has been regularly
eulogizing individuals in the culture who’ve died. The reason isn’t exactly
morbid voyeurism, but more an exploration of the lives of those who’ve
slipped away and the impact each life makes on the world. I’ll admit that
this week was a Snooki watch, but she was spared and I’m glad for that. 
Honestly. Talking about a fellow human’s untimely death, especially one
who was born around the time Tawny Kitaen was writhing around on David
Coverdale’s car hood, is miserable and frustrating. Long live Snook.

Yesterday came the news that James “Jimi” Heselden, owner of Hesco-
Bastian, manufacturer of the Segway, died after falling off an embankment

while riding one of his vehicles. Many of the news excerpts regarding Heselden’s death over the
past two days were of the ‘wink and a nod’ variety, with a little gleam of gallows humor. Frankly it’s
easy to see why. The Python’s couldn’t have written a better sketch. A 62-year-old British millionaire
industrialist goes sailing off of cliff on two-wheeled, stand up scooter.  Unfortunately (and very
ignorantly), this marginalized the life of a man who actually made a positive impact on the world. He
especially impacted the world he was born into.  Mr. Heselden was born and lived around Leeds his
whole life. At 15 he went down into the coal mines. He formed his businesses as a young man, but
apparently never left the people of his hometown behind. Heselden is responsible for the Hesco
barrier, a wall system used instead of traditional sandbags on battlefields and disaster sites. The
barrier system not only has saved countless lives around the world, but it also made Heselden a
fortune. Much of which he gave back to the people of Leeds. He has been quoted as saying that he
goes out each day and sees the people of Leeds that he’s known all of his life and was grateful for
the life has been blessed with. Last year Heselden gave £23 million pounds to charity. For now, he
is simply the guy who died on the vehicle his company manufacturers. Hopefully, Jimi Heselden’s
good deeds are made known in the next few days and the Segway story fades into memory.

Ken Burns Baseball: The 10th Inning debuts tonight on PBS. Seeing the previews for the show
reminded me of the birth, life and death of the baseball season for my Detroit Tigers. The season
officially ends a week from now in Baltimore, but it’s been over for a while. The Twins clinched the
division title last week, and the Tigers will finish (most likely) in third place, behind the White Sox.
They went on a September tear and picked up a lot of games, but couldn’t catch up. Detroit swept
Minnesota in the last three games at home, only to fall to the Indians at (empty) Progressive Field
last night. Watching Miguel Cabrera, American League MVP contender, fall trying to get back to
first base and twist his ankle was a last bit of heartbreak. A season is born during the first week of
April and it is full of so much life and spark. The Tigers, at one point, were in first place. There was
an actual race. I know, it’s football season and even baseball fans don’t care at this point. Some
nights I wonder what the weird little lights in the ballpark are, only to realize that it’s the numbers on
empty seats reflecting the stadium lights back. Still, baseball (as illustrated by Burns’ documentary)
is the great cultural phoenix and it will be back. We play the Yankees in the Bronx during the last
week in March. A season begins anew. Spring is just a few months away and even the Indians,
Twins and Sox can’t take that away from me.
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