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Gone With The Rogue. | Spatula In The Wilderness

She's Not Overly Concerned About Critics.

Today marked the much-anticipated release of Sarah Palin’s automaticbiography
Going Rogue and her taped appearance on The Oprah Winfrey Show. I have
not read the book, but may at some point. I’m sure it will turn up at a yard sale in a
couple of seasons and I’ll be able to finish it before the sellers kick me out for
loitering. What I know of the book has led me to think about how my own self
penned portrait will differ from Palin’s. Here are some things that would separate
the two tomes:

1. My life story will have more than five chapters. Having a very short autobiography is the life
achievement equivalent  of having a quickie in the stairwell. The life I’ve tried to lead is full of
nuance and passion, rage and screaming. Probably some hair pulling, but thats just over-
stretching this creepy analogy. Five chapters. Forrest Gump will soon be carrying this around
in his suitcase with his special feather.

2. My autobiographical rationale for staying with my wife will not having anything to do with
degree of tan or shirtlessness. Yes, Sarah gets folksy in the book and quashes divorce
rumors by saying something along the lines of “just look at tanned, shirtless Todd. I could
never leave that.”  Want to bet that he uses the same logical yardstick for staying together?

3. Hopefully, my autobiography isn’t a defense of public spells of ignorance (i.e., a printed
version of that same ignorance). One of my dreams is to have a sit down interview with Katie
Couric. When she asks me what reading I do in the backwoods of Michigan I will naively
answer “Highlights for Children.” It would be nice to think that I just use the book to tell my
story and not re-hash all of the stupid things I’ve done. Besides, thats a whole other book in
itself.

4. I won’t charge anybody $100  for a signed copy of my autobiography. Yes, Sarah Palin is
raising dough for the campaign she isn’t running for  in 2012 by selling signed copies of Going
Rogue. When I publish my epic tale of life in the north, I’m going to sign it for free. Not only that,
but if you buy it over the internet I’ll throw in a box of Ding-Dongs. God Bless America, where
you can still bribe people with Hostess Cakes. Onward and…Upward.
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