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Today was the kind of Monday afternoon in which all
was right with the universe. Yeah, I know that isn’t
true. If I took the time to watch the news programs
nothing would seem right in any universe. All was
right for me, because there weren’t any drums
beating in my head that signal the birth of a blog
post. The universe was quiet and I had no quarrel
with anyone in it. This blissful state
of nothingness lasted for almost an hour. Bliss, in
fact continued, because my wife came home to have
lunch with me. This is a rare moment in the working

life for both of us. Your mind might wander to the possibilities of the once-every-
two-months lunch together, but reign it back in a little. We celebrated the rare
noontime path-crossing by watching a repeat of Everybody Hates Chris on
BET and ate baked potatoes. During one of the breaks in our little sitcom
interlude the ubiquitous Victoria’s Secret “Hello Bombshell” Miraculous
Push-Up Bra commercial started to run. I silently cursed and looked down at
my lunch. These ads have been a source of consternation since Lori started
dating over a decade ago. Victoria’s Secret advertisements hold the same
dubious place in our household that eyeballing an attractive stranger does. One
minute I was happily chirping about the Russell Simmons credit card, the next I

was whistling Dixie Chicken and looking at the walls. My wife is Lori is a brilliant, beautiful,
thoughtful woman who put herself through college and grad school. For her to comment on anything

means that it is extremely worthwhile, or completely insulting to her intelligence.
She reacted to the idea of women being called “bombshells” with the argument
that it’s demeaning. I countered with the idea that ”bimbo” would be degrading,
but “bombshell” might have to be a combination of brains and beauty. Honestly, I
was just reaching, because they’re the only ads on TV that I keep silent about, but
Lori always comments on.  I was  just hoping the ad would end quickly. Lori is
right, and there isn’t any way for me to talk around it. The whole Miraculous Push-
Up idea is demeaning and I can’t deny it.

V.S. did not invent the bra, any more than they weaponized the female breast.
The brassiere is credited to Herminie Cadolle, who in 1889 came up with a way

to offer support using the shoulders, rather than the corset method, which pushed up using whale
bone. Mary Phelps Jacob patented a version stateside in the early twentieth century and sold the
rights to Warner Corsets. During the late 20′s Maidenform and Bali began manufacturing. Bali is
the parent of the Wonder Bra, which debuted in 1994. V.S. was started in 1977 by Stanford
graduate Roy Raymond and sold in 1982 to The Limited. What V.S. does is not so much sell
undergarments as they do an idea. The idea is that women are empowered by wearing an
underwire device that elevates the breasts, possibly in an uncomfortable way. This is the whole idea
of the outmoded corset, or the “merry widow.” Maybe this is why V.S. uses the word sexy so much
in TV and print. Sexy  has nothing to do with bras and panties. My wife laughed when I told her this,
and I explained to her that I like watching the Miraculous spots in the same way I like watching a car
wreck. I may hate it, but  can’t turn away.  I’ll go to my grave saying this: a comfortable woman is
sexy. Confidence and comfort are hot. I don’t mean sloppy, but happy and comfortable. The need in
the modern world for a $48 architectural marvel of wire and padding is beyond me. I admit it, the
Dove Real Beauty campaign of a few years ago was pretty sexy. Go figure.  Onward and

(no pun intended) Upward.
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