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This is a somewhat unusual post for me. Most of the times that I’ve posted
on a weekend, the topic has been about some random event that’s taken
place over the course of the previous week and I have a good time making
a big deal over mundane stories. In the case of this post, I want to talk
about something that has been on my heart for several weeks.

I was saddened in late September to learn of the death of Rutger’s
University freshman Tyler Clementi, and the details of his suicide.
Clementi killed himself after roommates posted a video on the internet of
the student having intercourse with another man. In the wake of the death
of Clementi, stories have surfaced of other young people in different parts

of the United States committing suicide in response to being bullied, both physically and verbally
and on the internet. First off, I never like to use this normally silly blog as a pulpit. Any idiot can
preach loudly and shake their fists at whomever arrives within earshot. Thinking situations through is
a more worthwhile effort. In thinking about the death of Tyler Clementi and those who’ve killed
themselves since, I decided to honor their memories by getting this blog behind the It Gets Better
movement.

It Gets Better is a website and YouTube video project started by writer Dan Savage. The purpose of
the video project is to send hope and support to gay, lesbian, bisexual, transsexual and sexually
questioning people considering suicide. The videos have been uploaded by everyone from teens
wanting to lend support for other struggling young people to celebrities and even President Obama. 
The message is simple. Where there is life, there is hope for the future. I believe that life absolutely
gets better, no matter what sexual orientation a person is. From the vantage point of despair and a
life of being bullied, it’s hard to see that life offers any chance of getting better. That’s was this
project is about-offering encouragement, especially to those in American society who’ve
been ostracized for their sexuality.

Spatula In The Wilderness is 100% behind It Gets Better (http://itgetsbetterproject.com) and hopes
that this growing movement can reach out to those who don’t see any other way but death. The blog
is also behind the Trevor Project which offers resources to LGBT young people contemplating
ending their lives. The lifeline number for Trevor Project is 866-4-U-Trevor. As always, Spatula is
involved with To Write Love On Her Arms, which is a force for suicide prevention and depression
help. By the end of this week I hope to have Spatula’s It Get’s Better video posted on YouTube. I
can’t do much to help those who are struggling with life and death issues, but I’ll make every effort to
do what I can and remind the disheartened and those at the end of their rope that life definitely gets
better.
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