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Mel’s All-Purpose Commencement Speech. | Spatula In The
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Tuesday, June 1, 2010.

As the month of June rolls through, my thoughts have turned to all of the college graduates flooding
out into the world this summer. Over the past several days I’ve wondered what I might say to those
young lions, the future captains of industry entering the world of work and adult responsibility. The
following is an address to the millions of hopeful men and women about to embark on life, love and
(heaven forbid) burger flipping.

I’d like to first of thank the administration, as well as the board of regents of (insert
name of institution here. Not only is it a nice touch, but they might remember you with
an honorary degree or cash)University. Spending time on this beautiful campus
makes me think back to my own bright college days (ha ha ha ha. I was drunk the
whole four years). In those days the world was a lot smaller and society’s ills seemed
small in comparison (not that I would remember. I was really out of it). The world that
you men and women are entering as college graduates is daunting and full of new
fears for the future (body odor, nasal allergies, bladder control). The world you are
graduating into is fraught with new dangers (Vampires, poor-quality jarred spaghetti
sauce, Mickey Rourke movies).
As you go forward into the world, it is imperative that you look forward (Seriously.
You just can’t look backward that long. Your necks will get half of the way around
and then cramp up. The only one who benefits from you’re looking backward is the
chiropractor). You must be vigilant in order to assure a secure tomorrow for your
children (I’m looking at a lot of you and it seems like a stretch to even be talking
about children. Thank goodness for online dating). Today is the day when you
choose to continue to be the best, hardest working individuals to ever come out the
American college system and the leaders of science and commerce tomorrow
(Again, judging by the looks of many of you, that would be the science of floor
buffing and the commercial applications of selling horse tranquilizers). As a very
famous President of the United States once said ‘Ask not what your country can do
for you…(Rather, keep asking what your mom and dad can do for you) Ask what
you can do for your country’ (Geez, I don’t know. Should I ask to clean up the oil?).
Many of you will sacrifice a lifetime of energy and good health asking ‘what you can
do for your country’ (Yeah, sorry about that. Meanwhile, the slackers who’ve been
sponging off of you since kindergarten will probably get rich, golf several times a
week, marry several trophy spouses and never have to touch anything icky, except
for the purposes of reality TV).
In conclusion (Crap. I’d better think of something) I’d like to congratulate you all
(because I’ll need to borrow money from you sooner than later) and wish you all of
the best in life. You are the future (I was the future, like 20 years ago. Now I just
worry about b.o. and vampires). May you prosper in this new age (again, because I
need your money). Bless all of you and bless the U.S.A. (Bless Walmart,
especially. We need at least one profit centered cash cow in this country. May you
graduates never run that into the ground).

Onward and upward.
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