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I am as confused a man as I am confusing. My abject confusion about the
world and how to live appropriately began during the 1980′s and has only
deepened since that time. Back then I began to sense that maybe I’d been
born at the wrong time, possibly in the wrong decade. There were always
small signs pointing to this truth. For instance, I was the only kid dressed
like Opie Taylor at my Junior Prom. Fortunately, the night was not lost,
because I’d pinned an envelope with bus fare to my striped Osh Gosh
shirt. Once, a college professor asked me to name my favorite novel.
When I came back with On The Road she told me how much that she too
admired Charles Kuralt (okay, that one I’m not making up. I never bothered
to correct her, either). So it is that I am still a rather befuddled, overly self-

indulgent man out of time. Here are some of the things that have betwixt and bothered me today:

→What is it about the projects on DIY Network that make them so hard to reproduce in real life? I
waste hours of valuable Saturday project time watching the how-to programs on DIY and yet all that I
ever end up making is a bird house or an ash tray. My brand new cedar deck is hanging in a tree
out back and we put food on it, because all it’s good for is a bird house. Some of my projects I sent
off to my high school shop teacher, hoping maybe he’ll pass me (All I ever did in his class was take
apart toasters and coffee pots and glue the parts to myself in a fancy attempt at the Wizard of Oz).

→Hoarding shows on TV are like the middle-aged, suburban dad’s Scared Straight. Last night I
watched several episodes of “Hoarding Ruined My Life,” and got so freaked out that I threw out all of
my wife’s shoes. Our town now boasts a courthouse with Michigan’s only shoeless attorney
(although there are at least two pants optional lawyers). This is an excuse for her to buy more shoes,
so there is a bright side.

→I should have read the low-carb diet book before setting out on a weight loss program. Crisco is a
carbohydrate free product, but apparently it’s not that great as a meal replacement. The butter
flavored Crisco is super tasty, though.

→Last week I got an e-mail about promoting Spatula to a specific target audience.* Following that
advice, I went down to Target and offered copies of the blog (free of charge, naturally). This was
difficult and I won’t do it again. It turns out that you can’t even give away Spatula In The Wilderness.
Quite possibly, it could have been my approach (although, I find “Would you like to see my Spatula?”
a perfectly reasonable question). The Street Wise vendors assaulted me and sold the blog for
$2.00 a copy, while I went to the Emergency Room. Oh well, I’ll prayerfully continue to find answers
to questions nobody else is asking. Thanks for humoring me.

*Let it be noted that I did appreciate the note about target audiences and the fact that this blog is
written for 14 year olds. I do, however, believe 14 year olds are too smart for Spatula In The
Wilderness and target the blog to people like myself. Frankly, I’ve only ever come across myself in
that target demo. Oh well.
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