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No Virginia, Santa Claus Isnt A Pervert. | Spatula In The
Wilderness

Slipping into the weekend news cycle this morning, everywhere from the Boston Globe to
Huffington, is the story of the United States Postal Service management’s decision to
change the Letters To Santa/Operation Santa Claus program. The change applies to the
volunteers at the North Pole, Alaska post office who, since 1954, have answered letters to
Santa and post marked them from the small town. Apparently, after a registered sex
offender in Maryland volunteered for the program last season, and was stopped before
answering a letter, information will be redacted from letters electronically. This isn’t
feasible for North Pole and the program will effectively be stopped there. Spokespeople at
the USPS claim that only a handful of letters go to North Pole anyway and that it’s not a
big deal. Right. For a town of 2100 that lives for this annual ritual and for the thousands of
kids writing letters, it’s no big deal. Lets make the problem North Pole’s and not that of the
USPS. Nice.

After reading dozens and dozens of comments by incensed readers on various sites, I’m going to
postmark the issue in my own way. Many upset individuals have labeled the Post Office “evil,” and
“Grinch-like.” No, they’re  just stupid. How do I know? I worked as a Postal Clerk for a number of
years and was fully assimilated by the stupidity Borg. Stupid from the top on down. Right now I’m
sitting in front of a little plaque I got after joining a group that was presented with the statistics
showing Postal machine clerks do 12 minutes of work in an 8 hour day. While your letters are going
to Santa, The magazines and periodicals you expect won’t show up ’till January, because the Post
Office backs everything up until after the holidays. The big, stupid, money losing giant just rolls on.
They care about Priority and Express mail, because it makes money for them. Everything else can
rot. I have no axe to grind with the Postal Service, it was a great job. Good money, little stress. They
just have a way of getting rid of things that matter in an effort to save pennies, rather than fixing the
things that lose billions of dollars. The Letters To Santa program falls into this and I have a feeling
that the whole thing will go by the wayside. As a country we’ve railed against General Motors and
Chrysler and their decades of excess, while the Postal Service skates by-A ginormous, triple
unionized, money losing entity that will die the brontosaurus death soon.

Signs of the times are all around us this Holiday season and I suppose this is just another one.
Hopefully, we can find a little humanity in Christmas this year, even if it doesn’t come from North
Pole, Alaska. Onward and Upward.
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