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Onward (and all that stuff). | Spatula In The Wilderness

I took a few days off from the usual fervent pace of publishing Spatula blogs and started working
toward some goals for the first half of 2010. That, and I had a headache which was (remarkably)
cured by watching the curling semi-finals. Who knew that watching grown men slide around with a
tea-kettle would aide any physical malady? One of the goals for this year is to establish a tricked

out, self-hosted blog. A long, involved process, but I have faith
that the whole thing will be rewarding.

The women in my life won’t stop revealing details I don’t need
to know. There was no astrological warning in any of the recent
horoscopes. No voice from above shouted “The women you
know will start spilling their guts and you’ll have a renewed
sensation of nausea!”  The trend started with my mother talking
about getting booted from work one day for wearing a low-cut
blouse. She works at Industries For The Blind, so I’m
wondering who told. Today wasn’t much better. One of my co-
workers started talking about what happens behind her closed
doors and the dirty old pervert who lived in her neighborhood
as a child. She’s sort of our Milton in what is fast becoming
Office Space. So, strangely enough, thank God for Kathy
Ireland.

CBS Sunday Morning featured Ireland this past week in a
profile of amazingly successful entrepreneurs. She was

featured shortly after the guy who invented whipped cream style pancake batter. I was astonished by
much of the short piece about Ireland. Not so much because she runs a $4 billion dollar a year
global sales business, marketing over 15,000 products. Granted, this was Sunday Morning, so after
Kathy Ireland, there was a montage of ducks circling a pond followed by two minutes of the sun
setting into Galveston Bay. While I was seriously impressed by the way Ireland turned her name and
drive into major success, it was Ireland herself that most impressed me.

When I was a lad and the thought of sitting through an hour of Sunday Morning would have made me
gouge out my eyes with a Bic pen, the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue was a pretty big annual
event in my life. The 25th anniversary issue was memorable for me and featured Kathy Ireland on
the cover. I always assumed that I was the only guy who looked past Elle MacPherson for the
Ireland layouts, but I couldn’t have been more wrong. One guy I befriended who was a class below
Ireland at her high school described to me once the vision of her running the opposite way past him
on a cinder track during P.E.  Apparently, there were a few of us fans out there. What I appreciate
now is something I must have seen as a teenager. As I watched the CBS interview, I couldn’t help
but notice some very un-celebrity traits about her. At 46, Kathy Ireland looks like…well, Kathy
Ireland. No Botox, just age that wears well on her. That was kind of refreshing and something that
would be nice if all women (former models, or not) could embrace. Onward and Upward.
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