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One afternoon during the summer of 1986 I happened to be stuck indoors
waiting out the rain. This was the August that I turned 13 and the last of the
fleeting, swaggering, pre-teenage years. I always felt that before the
awkwardness of adolescence really took hold, I commanded the world of
childhood at 11 and 12 years old. On this afternoon I seem to recall that
there was nobody in the neighborhood to fight, I’d been kicked out of the
drugstore for loitering one too many times and there was no access to any
sort of sex education. For some reason that I can only accredit to God
smiling down upon me, I found myself on our four season porch where the
turntable was kept. Pulling out an LP that I’d never played before, my dad’s
American release of A Hard Day’s Night, the world opened up to me

on that afternoon. The lone F chord that opens A Hard Day’s Night
changed everything in my world. I’m not just saying this out of some
poetic romanticism for a childhood moment gone by. Nooo. I was a
Beatle fan for life with that one chord. After playing the album once
through, I plugged in the big, spaceman sized Shure ear cans, layed
down in the middle of the floor and played the whole shebang again.
Little did I know then that the boys had put out 12 studio albums and

I’d spend quite a bit of my lifetime (just as I am now) with the cans strapped to my head,
hanging on every turn of a phrase, every melodic hook.

This is where I divulge my reason for tripping back to my childhood. In the beginning, the Liverpool
foursome of Lennon/McCartney/Harrison and Starr and their producer George Martin put out a
dozen full length albums in eight years. Mark Lewisohn in his notes for the double album  Past
Masters pointed out that if you owned the albums plus that set, you’d have every
recording the Beatles ever officially released. So, I roll my eyes every time McCartney and
John Lennon’s widow Yoko Ono release another little bit of revisionist history. Sometimes
they get it right and manage to not tarnish the band’s legacy. Beatles Rockband is actually
worth spending the time playing and if any band deserved to be featured in a playable format, why
not the boys? Some of the material the Paul and Yoko partnership has signed off on over the last
few years has been lame at best. The mash-up derby Circue Du Soleil Beatles Love soundtrack
was the bastard child of George Martin and son. The show itself might have been a stunner, but I
had a tough time with the idea of splicing up Beatle classics and releasing whatever came of it. This
is the mind-boggling world of the nearly 70 year-old former Beatles and their wives still out selling
the brand to a new generation of kids used to it as the elevator music of their lives.

I suppose its a form of comeuppance for the Beatles. As provincial twenty-something year olds they
had the audacity to become the first commercially viable pop band to write and produce truly
enduring, well crafted songs. At that age they forced the public to rethink music and culture at large.
As worldly senior citizens the Beatles are pushing product for products sake. Me? I’ll do what I’ve
always done. Granted, I can carry their entire oeuvre in my pocket, but I still keep the ear phones
firmly planted where they’ve always been. The remaining Beatles can release whatever they want. I
can’t hear ‘em anyway.
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