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Today wasn’t the day from Hell, but is was from somewhere South of
managable. I managed to sit down for a minute and read our local paper
late in the morning. Local is the key word. The Palladium is a luxury fish
wrapper. The surprising thing about it was that there was nary a mention of
the fortieth anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing. On page two there
was a small picture of astronauts Armstrong, Aldrin and Collins and a
catchy caption. That was it. Understandable, I guess. The moon was last
walked upon in 1972, a generation ago. The world moved on and the
moon continued to be a nostalgic notion and a conspiracy theorists
dream. Que sera, sera. The fact is though, that Mercury, Gemini and
Apollo were the height of human achievment. This country had vision not

since seen. The president dedicated the country to landing a man on the moon and bringing him
back and the goal was achieved in eight years. Thousands of work hours, dozens of lives lost,  but
the national goal was achieved. Do yourself a favor. Lose yourself for a few weeks in the sixties and
the heady wine of the space race. Start with Andrew Chaikin’s A Man on the Moonand then follow it
with HBO’s From Earth to the Moon. Read the memoirs of the men who did the work, including
John Glenn, A Memoir, Gene Krantz’ Failure is Not an Option and Lost Moon by Jim Lovell. Try
books on Apollo 8, like Genesis by Robert Zimmerman, and see that Apollo 11 was the culmination
of a lot of blood and sweat by the early flight crews. Good stuff.

Two last little things. Roe Conn, host of the WLS Chicago afternoon program had some fun on the
Monday show with the notion that older folks should stay off Facebook. I couldn’t disagree more. Old
folks still love to use “phone tree” to communicate. I hate the wholde thing where one calls out from
the house phone with news or gossip and then enlists forty friends down the line to pass along the
message via the phone tree. Soon everyone is tied up answering the old house phones. Please, let
our parents and grandparents post one little message on Facebook and a picture of aunt matilda’s
cat and be done with it.

The other thing was a get-well for the Beastie Boys Adam Yauch. The Beasties are one of the most
influential bands of the last three decades and wouldn’t be so without him.
Here’s hoping that MCA recovers fully and that the boys continue to challenge
every popular music notion that seems set in stone.
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