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There are times when unwanted or irrelevant philosophical questions
come up in life. They are of little importance to anyone, other than me, but
the questions present themselves nonetheless. This morning I was running
and had made the turnaround at four miles to come back home. Today
being the 15th of November and the fact that it was 38ish degrees with a
driving wind off of Lake Michigan made me want nothing more than to be
indoors (sitting in a corner, saying nothing other than “pha”). Somehow, the
following question popped into my head: is it better to burn out or to
fade away? Okay, it wasn’t really a somehow. Neil Young’s Out Of The
Blue was on the i-pod and I started not concentrating on the run. I came
away with a few miles worth of very non-scientific thoughts on the subject.

Last month I posted on John Lennon’s neither being a burn out or fade away and finding whom he
was. He and a few other entertainers, business moguls and politicians sit atop a wonderful
constellation all their own in which success and progress hold steady over a career. Very few do
this. This is why there are entire cable TV networks and magazines devoted to the spectacular burn
out. Then there are the luminaries who fade, but continue to inhabit a vaguely public persona and
work on the fringes. This is why there is CBS. In thinking on the subject, just as with the nature of
happiness, I pulled some thoughts on the subject from those who’ve already passed this way:

I would rather be ashes than dust! I would rather that my spark should burn
out in a brilliant blaze than it should be stifled by dry-rot. I would rather be a
superb meteor, every atom of me in magnificent glow, than a sleepy and
permanent planet. The function of man is to live, not to exist. I shall not waste
my days trying to prolong them. I shall use my time. -Jack London (1876-1916)

The match of life has been struck, and too soon it will burn out. All that
matters is the beauty of the flame, not the length of it’s burning. -Unknown

To arrive at a just estimate of a renowned man’s character one must judge it
by the standards of his time, not ours. -Mark Twain (1835-1910)

The depth of your mythology is the extent of your effectiveness. -John Maxwell
(1512-1583)

My mother said to me, “If you become a soldier, you’ll be a general; if you
become a monk, you’ll end up as the Pope.” Instead, I became a painter and
wound up as Picasso. -Pablo Picasso (1881-1973)

Don’t confuse fame with success. Madonna is one; Helen Keller is the other. -
Erma Bombeck (1927-1996)

Men of genius are meteors destined to burn themselves out in lighting up their
age. -Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821)

This is such a nebulous topic. For instance, what says that James Dean would have
not ended up like Sal Mineo if he hadn’t crashed and died in 1955? What separated
fascinating, world changing Elvis Presely and Michael Jackson and the tawdry
celebrities they died as? Twenty years. I look at the neither burned out, nor faded
away modern success stories, the people who’ve achieved and never compromised.
Oprah Winfrey is one. U2 is another example.  After my little thought reverie about
burn up/fade away, I heard Bono sing the following words:
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I’m not afraid of anything in this world

There’s nothing you can throw at me that I haven’t already heard

I’m just trying to find a decent melody

A song that I can sing in my own company -U2, Stuck In A Moment (You Can’t
Get Out Of).

P.S.-Happy 65th Birthday Neil Young. Long may you run. And now, a perverted video in celebration
of neither burning up or fading:
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