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I am not a man known for brevity. Most aspects of my life are documented
in exhaustive (unwanted) detail. Having been on vacation for the last few
days has only made the situation worse, as I have time to put every thought
and sneeze here, or on Facebook. Well…I’m not completely on vacation.
My employer has me flipping burgers at home and then waiting for the
courier to pick them up. Which reminds me that I need to get back to the
stove. What I can say about my life in the ether of social media
relationships is that I probably wouldn’t use Facebook to tell friends about
life with my  secret wife. Ah, but this was not the case with John France of
Cleveland, Ohio.

Mr. France married his wife Linda in a lavish 2005 ceremony off the Amalfi coast. The couple had
two children and then France married a second wife several years later. Wife #2 and her friends
posted pictures of her fairy tale wedding and pictures of herself with France’s kids on Facebook.
The original Mrs. France, variously identified as Linda, Megan, or Wow! You Poor Thing, began to
suspect her husband wasn’t on the up and up when he called her from a business trip to China, even
though his passport was still at home. The more Mrs. France searched, the more photos of her
husband’s other family life surfaced. After an attempt to take him back and live normally, she has
filed for divorce. It’s been reported recently that social networking messages and accounts are used
in nearly 80% of divorce cases. This case, however is extreme. As usual, I’m full of less than
concise thoughts on the subject, such as:

The ‘Major Nelson’ alibi might have worked better. I’m not condoning France’s actions, but
c’mon. China? He should have told his wives he was an astronaut. One can imagine that on I
Dream of Jeannie Major Nelson was telling loyal Jeannie that he was in space when he was
partying. Same principle applies here. China is a little close for comfort. Always go
someplace where there aren’t any passports or tan lines.

What kind of guy wants to go through all of those weddings? The ceremonies were lovely, too.
After going through the first one, most men wouldn’t want to even have a Ramada shotgun
affair. At France’s age and having just done it, it might have made more sense for the other
bride to show up with a minister at the first tee, before a round of golf. “What? You want to get
hitched? Great. We’ll let everybody play through, but make this quick.”

John France had a casual disregard for the whole affair that makes him look like the laziest
husband ever. He might have asked his new bride not to post wedding photos on Facebook
or register at Target. Sadly, he probably had more work than any husband wants. Two yards to
mow, double the dishes to wash, two times the comments every time he left socks on the floor.
Heaven forbid that static cling caused the other wife’s nylons to stick to his pants.

Through his attorney’s, France has since stated that he was never married to his first wife.
Mentioning that to her at some point between the coastal Italian wedding ceremony, bearing his
children and the divorce might have been at least courteous.  It certainly is a weird time to be a man.
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