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This is a tribute to NASCAR. As you’ve probably heard by now, 20 year-
old Trevor Bayne won the most storied of stock car races, the Daytona
500 on Sunday. He’s the youngest person ever to do so. You know what I
could do at 20? Nothing. I had learned to tie my shoes shortly before
graduating from high school which helped me to narrowly avoid tripping on
my way up get the diploma. The school was ready to get rid of me,
because they’d recently purchased a floor buffing machine and didn’t need
to use the top of my head to do the job any longer. I can’t imagine having
the sense the win the Daytona 500 at that age, and yet the Bayne did so in
his second Sprint Cup race ever. Congratulations and I pray that he has a
long, storied career.

What about NASCAR racing, though? What is the appeal to the nation of die hard fans
who follow their favorite drivers through the sometimes turbulent careers. What is the
motivator that packs some of the super speedways with hundreds of thousands of fans
each weekend? Well, for starters, there’s the fact that the drivers, their teams and the cars
that they careen around the track in are sponsored by the same products they use. This is
important. Nobody likes to root for an athlete singing the praises of soap and razor blades
if those are items they don’t normally use. Secondly, the cars are of a make and
technology that the average fan can pretend to understand. The automobile’s fielded by
teams are made stylized versions of the ‘big three’ domestic manufacturers vehicles or
Toyota models. You can’t just go purchase one of these cars, but the auto-makers would
like you to believe that this is possible. These are actually high specialized vehicles that
run on a combination of trunk mounted raccoons and recycled deep fryer grease stolen
from fast food restaurants in the dead of night.

What most television viewers of NASCAR (which stands for National Association For
Swearing, Circles and Redundancy) don’t realize is that 90% of the competition is based
on the fine art of dodging shopping carts. Fans are encouraged to push rusty Piggly-
Wiggly carts onto the track and most of the commercial time outs are based one driver or
another hitting one of these baskets at 200 miles per hour. FOX television, official carrier of
NASCAR Sprint cup races, purposely doesn’t show this aspect of the events due to the
high number of people who leave their toddlers unattended in carts on the track.

The drivers are highly skilled group of young men themselves. Not only must they know
how to perform such medical procedures as leaching, but they must also be skilled pitch
persons. Drivers must thank the following entities in order so that they may maintain
credibility in the racing community: God, All the folks at Ritz Crackers who made this
possible, Merle Haggard, The pit crew, mom, wife. They then must imbibe the correct
products. It’s the unschooled rookies who drink a quart of motor oil in victory lane.  Who
am I kidding? I certainly can’t drive successfully in a circle. I may go back to being a part-
time floor buffer.
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