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The Fading Light Of Summer. | Spatula In The Wilderness

      You know,there just aren’t a lot of Patrick Swayze’s in the world and the original
passed away today. He learned of his pancreatic cancer in January of 2008, but
kept right on working and living his life. I used to joke about the Tao of Swayze, and
now I think there really is something to it. He became sick, received his diagnosis,
urged others to seek prompt treatment and then went out and lived his life for nearly
two years. The wonderful thing about Patrick Swayze was that he turned those bad
roles (Road House, Point Break) into Swayze classics. He never seemed to be
playing some character, but a variation of himself. Chris Farley gets the credit for
the brilliant Chippendale’s sketch they did on Saturday Night Live, but it took
Swayze to make the joke work. I admit it, I was a fan. Even the god-awful “She’s

Like The Wind” single from Dirty Dancing was believable because it was so him. Thats genuine
charisma, and the world could use more of it.

What a long, twisting summer. So many of the old standby, bedrock entertainers and artists of my
youth have met with misfortune. The two steady voices of my childhood, Ernie
Harwell and Garrison Keillor have each endured the torments of ill health.
Keillor, not just the voice of, but the Prairie Home Companion, suffered a
stroke on Thursday and has returned home to recover. Keillor is the great
chronicler of the Midwestern psyche. His Lake Wobegon novels capture not
only the attitude of the people who populate the Great Lakes region, but the
struggles of those who long to break free of the drabness of life in middle
America. Keillor may be the most under appreciated author of his generation.
Novel after novel convey the fictional stories of men and women who cope with
ever changing societal mores wearing a stoic countenance, faces toward the
wind. His weekly radio show is still, after nearly 35 years, the most joyous two

hours one can ever spend. It’s the weekly monologue that has always kept me listening. Keillor is
not only a radio pioneer, but a genius of the art form. His monologues are worth listening, not just
because of the fabulous works of fiction he effortlessly rattles off each week, but because of his
silences. Keillor is the master of the radio pause. Long drawn out spaces that tell so much of the
story. Years ago The Simpsons (11/5/93 Marge On The Lam) made fun of Keillor’s drawn out
oratory style, but it is a form of speech that may never be duplicated. I’m looking forward to the
season premiere of A prairie Home Companion on the third of October and Garrison Keillor’s
return to the mike.

Finally, I feel guilty (and that doesn’t happen often) about a little wiseacre statement of mine about
Ernie Harwell(7/27 “Perfect Summer/Imperfect Mind) living forever. Mr. Harwell,
91, is dying of inoperable bile duct cancer. The voice of Tiger’s baseball for 41
years, Harwell is pretty much the voice of God for me. I imagine that when the
good Lord calls me up, he’ll say “Gotcha! Caught you standing there like a
house by the side of the road!” Many of the longest nights of my life were eased
by the play by play calling of Ernie. He’ll be at Comerica Park tomorrow and if I
had any cajones I’d call off work and go to the ball park. Of course, I listened to
him call games for nearly thirty years and that, in itself, is enough for me.
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