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The R-Word lives and Breathes. | Spatula In The Wilderness

Last night I saw the Hilary Duff p.s.a. asking teenagers to use a different phrase than “that is so
gay.” I applaud the idea even though Hilary Duff hasn’t been a teenager in
twelve years. I like that she had one of those plastic hair floofers in place
so that she could look matriarchal. Sort of like Eva Gabor in Green Acres.
Despite Duff, the series of p.s.a.’s has won some Ad Council awards and
inspired  lots of angst. Way to go. At least it’s on the table. Now if only the
r-word campaign could do the same thing. Yep, that nasty old term
“retarded” just keeps on chugging and finding new ways to kill the spirit.
Why is it  still okay to label everything in existence retarded? In part
because the mentally and physically handicapped community and their

advocates are only beginning to amass the resources  that the LGBT already has rallied. I’ve said it
to the point of nausea, but we live in a society where it isn’t acceptable to call someone a sexual,
racial or religious epithet (although the religion issue is becoming muddied), but you can say
retarded to your heart’s content. The making of the monster has been swift. Carlos Mencia basically
made it okay to “De-De-Dee” in someones face and not have to deal with social repercussions.
Unlike race and gender issues, these are persons often not able to defend themselves to a large
degree. An unseen minority constantly reminded of their own physical and mental limitations by a
blithely unconcerned society. There it is. Get Hilary Duff, Wanda Sykes, Elvis Presley-I don’t care- to
take this issue public and do the media tour, as well as the advertisements. The r-word ain’t going
away unless we make it happen.
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