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The New York Times ran a piece this morning about the adoption by Pennsylvania (and 25 other
states) of a standardized test to measure the readiness of high school seniors for the world  after
graduation. The tests have been widely criticized for lobbing enough softball questions at potential
graduates to only weed out the very dumbest. Needless to say, I wouldn’t have passed such a test.
The end of my high school years came with a mutual agreement from both the teachers and myself
that there was no benefit from my continued presence in classes. I was 26 at the time. The principal
even gave me a ride up the hill to the Kalamazoo State Mental Hospital, and exchanged me for
several students with a little fire in their eyes (no telling who set the fires). I am curious about the type
of questions on these tests, which the Times makes no mention of. If I was administering the testing,
questions might be posed such as:

1. If Johnny has two apples, Mary Jean has three oranges, and Reynaldo has a bowl of
macaroni, how much food do they have?

2. If a Greyhound bus leaves Toledo at 8:00 p.m. with 57 passengers and an Amtrak train leaves
Baltimore at 3:30 p.m (empty) which will get to Westpoint, Georgia first?

3. You have 32 hamburgers to flip in 12 seconds. What is the best angle for your spatula?

4. Define the term “casting couch.”

5. Define your understanding of women.

Answers: 1. Reynaldo is diabetic and has dropped his macaroni making it unusable. Mary Jean
shares her oranges with Johnny, but he dresses all the fruit in wigs and ultra-suede outfits, and
refuses to eat any of them, because they’ve replaced the family he never had. No food available.

2. The train arrived at 8:05 p.m, EST, despite the engineer’s crack addiction. We’re still waiting for
the bus.

3. Just try not to hit yourself in the head with the spatula and you’ll have a long, storied career in
burgers. Or end up a middle-aged blogger.

4. The casting couch is an alternate career route, although most schools refuse to acknowledge it
as a legitimate form of cooperative education.

5. If you have an answer for this question, your readiness for college (and beyond) is off the
charts. Congratulations, smarty! http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/12/education/12exit.html?
partner=rss&emc=rss
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