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At 23 years old I was stranded briefly in a medical ward with nothing to do for 16 hours a day but
read from a stack of 1970′s mass market novels. The books were a very female centered (polite
way of saying “chick lit”) and dated. Having no contact with the outside world, however, I read my
way through many of the offerings. The first novel I picked up was Erica Jong’s Fear of Flying,
which made time pass, but probably wasn’t a good choice for isolation reading. Some of the other
books included Coleen McCullough’s The Thorn Birds and two of Eric Segal’s best known

novels, Love Story and Oliver’s Story. These were not my desert island picks by
any means, but now I treasure that strange passage in my youth ( not to mention
having 16 hours a day to do nothing but read) and those novels that got me through
the long days .

Eric Segal passed away this past Sunday after a lengthy battle with Parkinson’s
disease. His daughter Francessca eulogized him with a comparison between the way his mind and
body were ravaged by decades of disease and  the destruction of the library at Alexandria.  Here
was a man who taught classical literature as a profession, yet gave the literary world an enduring
signpost to remember the ’70′s by. To hear that the way Parkinson’s destroyed him saddened me. 
Even if you don’t like the novel, or screen version of Love Story, you can’t deny a certain appeal. 
The  barricades of old social mores had broken down and…gasp…people were having sex without
the benefit of marriage (or monogamy). Along came Love Story in 1970 with its old fashioned tough
love tale of an embattled relationship, marriage, disease and death.  Between the lines is

something timeless. The story of a rich young man and a hardscrabble college girl.
The story of living out a relationship until death severs it. The film on the other
hand…

The film version of Love Story is a gauzy window into early 1970′s life,  a moment
from the era trapped in amber forever. I’ve watched it several times while flipping
past AMC and harbor no shame in admitting as much. Love Story has the feel of
an episode of Marcus Welby, M.D. The tinny soundtrack, which went on to win an
Oscar, is at times unbearable. I have thought  that every couple considering

marriage should watch the last 45  minutes of the movie. There is a lesson in
watching Oliver and Jenny as she races toward the grave and how they cope
with the misery of cancer so early in married life. Yep, I’m a weepy, sentimental
wuss bag, but I don’t care. While the ambiguity of a modern, non-Love Story
like (500) Days Of Summer may be more sophisticated viewing, sometimes
the sentimentality of watching Ali Mcgraw and Ryan O’Neal not survive 1970
is simple, clean entertainment.

I went on and on about Love Story, but Segal should be remembered for screenwriting Yellow
Submarine. All of the dialogue which is miscredited as “Beatle-speak” is
actually the work of the classics professor. So, thank you for the years of work
professor. Onward and Upward.
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