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-Washington, D.C. In what is now regarded as one of the most far-reaching foreign
policy embarrassments ever to befall the United States, the activist  website
WikiLeaks has begun the release of some 252,000 previously secret cables sent
by American embassies between 1966 and 2010. When WikiLeaks administrators
were asked by the U.S. State Department how they came to own the staggeringly
large assortment of sensitive documents, replies ranged from “They fell off a truck”
to “We met this girl in a bar.” Unimpressed, State surmised that the truck, as well
the girl in the bar, would have had to have been roughly the size of Oshkosh,
Wisconsin. The documents, as WikiLeaks had hoped, reveal the depth and scope
of U.S. involvement in prickly policy matters the world over. Some of the eye-
popping revelations that have surfaced over the past 45 years include:

North Korea’s autocratic dictator Kim Jong-il is still upset at author J.K. Rowling for
not acknowledging him in the least as the inspiration for Harry Potter.

Hugh Hefner, Pamela Anderson and Jimmy Buffett were eyed by the U.S. Government as
ambassadors in last ditch attempt to gain world favor. Listed in memo “Hell, nobody likes us
anyway.”

Bush administration tried to persuade McDonald’s franchisees to serve deep-fried
amphibians in 2004 under the name Freedom Frogs.

The Carter-era State Department covered up foreign service officers being stabbed with
knitting needles during the failed “Better Living Through Crocheted Sweaters” coup designed
to topple African governments.

Lyndon Johnson was fond of summarizing his foreign policy approach with the statement “You
can lead a man to water, but you just can’t drown the s.o.b.”

The C.I.A. failed it’s mission in many countries and now blames the use of Gilligan’s Island as
a training film.

The sovereign nation of Turkey has been rebuffed by the U.S. each time it asks support for
changing the country’s name to ‘Tracy.’
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